82                  IDIQPSYCHOLQGICAL ETHICS.            [BookL

without excuse. And when we would explain away the guilty
aspect of some lost creature, and reduce condemnation to pity,
we follow him back to a culprit parentage and fortuitous in-
fancy, that repressed the dawmngs of any moral oider in
the conscience, and inflamed a fever of irregular desues.

It follows from this, that the life of widest visible aberra-
tion from a Divine standard of perfection is not necessarily
the most wicked. The extent of ethical deflection will have
a general correspondence with the force of temptation; and
the force of temptation operates, not to increase, but to
relieve the shade of guilt Among the sinful crowd, it is
intelligible enough how * many that are last shall be first,
and the first, last.' The habits of most conspicuous depravity
and license will usually be found where opportunity for
better things has been scantiest, and the springs of action
have been brought, by evil influence, into a scale of force
having no reference to their excellence; where parental
guilt has entailed the curse of filial debasement; and some
hotbed of decaying morals has covered the whole ground
with rank weeds, and dwarfed every modest flower that
needs the pure air and will not grow in steams. The
children whom we send to our reformatories, children born
among the criminal class, exhibit, or bid fair to exhibit, the
lowest type of moral degradation. But it is justly felt that
they have been more sinned against than sinning, and
while they present a spectacle of character most repulsive to
our moral feeling, our condemnation bears no proportion to
our disgust. On the other hand, beneath the smooth sur-
face of a decent life, in a mind that not only knows the scale
of right, but has no passions vehemently averse to it, there
may well be (who can doubt that there often is ?) an un-
noticed shadow of guilt, deep because wilful and gratuitous.
There is no need for sin to be large in action, in order to
reach its maximum at heart; and the all-searching eye, in
reading the record of our humanity, may totally change the
disposition into which our outward classification would
throw the groups. We do so ourselves, in proportion as we